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Calandra BioBlitz 

 The Calandra property is part of the greater York Regional Forest, which gave us plenty of room to 
explore! Over 383 species were discovered and identified by experts and volunteers, including a Red-bellied 

Snake, a very vocal Ovenbird, and a Spring Azure butterfly that 
made an appearance after a short burst of showers. 

 In the wetlands, we balanced on logs and peered at the 
murky surface, trying to catch site of the wonders below. The 
lush green garden logs were a 
perfect backdrop as people 
began to spread out in search 
of their own adventure. Some 
found frogs, turtles, spiders, 
and fish. There were mosses, 
fungi, and wondrous plants! 

Life was everywhere around us and it could be seen in the joy filled faces of 
the people who were exploring. 

 

 A small but mighty crew blitzed this 60-acre 
property and identified over 340 species! Hiking up 
and down hills, climbing over fallen trees, 
volunteers got up close and personal with the 
species found throughout the forest, finding 69 
species of mushrooms!  

 

 

 

 

 The third time was the charm for BioBlitzes this year as well, 
marking the third BioBlitz where we  heard the species at risk bird 
Eastern Wood-Pewee. Our youngest volunteer also found a 
monarch caterpillar, which he showed to other young, and young-

at-heart volunteers as they returned from their own blitzing shifts.  

Ruth Nature Reserve BioBlitz 



Jackman BioBlitz 

 This property was an absolute treat to explore and blitz! Over 550 acres of varying ecosystems, from 
mature forests, to open meadows, to wetlands with the East Humber River meandering through them, there 
was something for everyone to discover. In just one day, 81 volunteers spent a total of 483 hours finding and 
identifying 435 species! 

 We began on Friday with a wet night of 
camping, where we saw a bat flying overhead. 
The rain cleared up by the morning, when the 
early bird(er)s began our day’s exploration at 
5am. The group was treated to seeing a white-

tailed deer, along with species at risk birds 
Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark.  

 The afternoon was one full of insects and 
other arthropods! Two groups waded into the 
river to discover which aquatic critters they 
could find. They returned to Basecamp with 
their samples, where other volunteers joined them in sifting through and identifying beetles, flies, and other 
macroinvertebrates.  

 Other volunteers set out with butterfly nets in hand, ready to discover the terrestrial insects. The 
riverbanks were teeming with Ebony Jewelwings, and the meadows were perfect for catching dragonflies and 

damselflies. Butterflies were also out in full force, with groups 
being treated to a Monarch, Tiger Swallowtail, and lots of 
skippers!  

 Throughout the day, volunteers took on the huge task of 
identifying all the plants on the property. With such a diversity 
in ecosystems present, they had their work cut out for them! 
From ferns and flowers to trees and shrubs, over 250 species of 
plants were identified!! Upon entering the forest after crossing 
the river, you had to pause for a moment to take in the beauty 
of the massive Hemlock and Ash trees. Several volunteers said 
“Hello” to a Hemlock tree with a huge hug!  

 At dusk, ‘Batman’ Toby Thorne returned to lead a hike 
while listening for and recording the sounds of the Silver-Haired Bat flying overhead. We ended the day on a 
beautiful full moon.  

 Volunteers of all ages had an experience they’ll never forget, and helped us make this Canada 150 
Signature Project/projet Signature Canada 150 a huge success!  

“From birds and botany to butterflies and bats, I had a full day of BioBlitzing 
bliss on the Oak Ridges Moraine. Two highlights included a Red Admiral 
butterfly landing on my hand for several minutes and feeling the fuzzy 

undersides of the leaves of a massive Black Maple tree.  As a student, it gave 
me a chance to practice my identification skills and to discover new species of 

plants, animals and fungi. It was also a great opportunity for networking, as well 
as getting updates about invasive species and happenings in the world of 
natural resources. I am looking forward to my next BioBlitz opportunity!”   

Abigail Leavens, Jackman BioBlitz Participant 
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We couldn’t have done it without YOU! 
 From donor families to funders, volunteers to 
partners, we owe our gratitude to all of you for your 
commitment to protecting and caring for our Oak Ridges 
Moraine.  

 This program would not be possible without the 
continued support of our funders. The Ontario Trillium 
Foundation, Canadian Wildlife Federation  The Regional 
Municipality of York, the John and Pat McCutcheon 

Foundation, Pratt & Whitney Canada, and the 
Biodiversity Education and Awareness Network 
provided much needed funding to ensure that 
our workshops and BioBlitzes ran successfully. 
Other supporters included the City of Pickering, 
who picked up garbage removed from the Ruth 
Nature Reserve.  

 We would like to extend a huge thank you 
to Mr. Jackman for allowing us to blitz his 
property! A very special thank you is also 
extended to Dr. Blagoev at the Centre for 
Biodiversity Genomics, University of Guelph, for 
identifying all our eight-legged friends with a 
microscope! 

 Last, but not least, we would like to thank 
all our wonderful volunteers! It would have 
taken us 111 working days to put in the effort 
that you did in just 36 hours! We would not 
have been able to collect all this information 
without your expertise and enthusiasm. Thank 
you for helping us learn about the properties 
we protect. 

 Thank you — to our funders, our donors, 
our partners and our friends. Thank you for all 
that you do! 
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